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THE  HISTORY 


or  ALL 

RELIGIONS. 

I. 

Of  PAGANS,  or  ME  ATHENS. 

A  LTHOUGH  th^  Pagans, or  Heathens  in  g?r- 
J^\^  nei'al,  believe  that  there  is  one  God  above 
yet  they  worship  and  adore  iyiany  gods,  vvhich 
^re  but  creatures  of  their  own  hncy.  Ainaofl  e- 
very  nation,  Country,  island,  and  tribe  of  people 
have  their  awn  gods. 

In  old  times/  the  Sa:*:ons  in  England  had  fr' 
vcn  chief  god*,  viz  t.  Th«  Slin  2.  The  Mooi:^, 
^,  Tusk.  4.  Wuddeo,  5.  Tliur.  6.  Fridge>> 
7,  Saturn,— Or,  in  othcA' words,  i.  The^od  of 
light,  who  v/as  adored  on  Sunday.  2,  The  god- 
dess of  nighty  adored  on  Monday,    3.  The  god 

ftrengtb,  adored  on  Tuesday.  4.  f  he  ged  of 
war,  adored  on  Wednesday.  5.  The  god  of 
power,  adored  on  Thursday.  6  The  god  o€ 
love,  adored  on  Friday*  And,  7.  The  god  of  tbci 
earth,  adored  on  Saturday.-— t'rom  thefe  idols^ 
die  days  of  our  Week  are  flill  naiived.  \i\  Scot^ 
Jiind-,  the  fire  aud  the  bull  w^xe  adoredf^ 
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List  r^f  Heathen  Gods  and  Godesses. 

X  Pm,  thegod  of  E:»;yp:.  2  Dngon,  the  god 
of  the  Pliiliftines.  3.  B  ia',  tlu?  god  of  many  of 
the  Eaftern  Nations.  Cupid,  the  god  of  love. 
Venus,  ihe  goddefs  of  love,  Bacchus,  the  god 
of  wine.  Boreas,  the  god  of  ftorms  and  wind. 
Neptui'e,  the  god  of  the  Teas,  &c.  O  the  de- 
pravity ot  fallen  human  nature  ! 


v.— Of  ihe  UmOMZJAN^. 

About  fifteen  hnndrcl  years  ago,  a  man  of 
Turkey,  feeing  the  high  du^pn res  about  religion  in 
Egypt,  and  the  neighbouring  nations,  formed  a 
deep  laid  plan  to  pleafe  all  parties,  hy  making  a 
new  one  altogether.  And  fo,  the  better  to  cfiect 
his  purpofe,  pretended  that  he  was  infptred  by 
God,  and  called  himfelf  the  Great  Prophet  ot  God 
— -This  religion  is  very  enticing  to  corrupt  nature, 
being  of  a  carnal  kind,  for  the  Heaven  it  proinifcs, 
is  the  fwH  enjoyment  of  women  and  wine  in  the 
future  flate,  ^c.  They  believe  in  ©ne  fuprcme 
Ood,  and  have  in  general  very  rational  views  of 
a  divine  Providence. 


nr— 0/  the  JEWS. 

I  need  fay  little  of  .them,  as  the  doctrine  and 
laws  of  the  Jews  are.  fully  recorded  in  'our  Old 
Testament.  But  their  great  error  is  unbelief  f 
^<*y  do  not  believe  that  JESUS*  whom  theJr  fa- 
•th^rs  crucified,  was  the  true  MelBahj  and  are 
4X\\\  looking  for  another. 
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?  voulci  hrvc  gwcn  s  more  full  accoitrt:  of  th? 
\'Ale  religions,  but  my  main  design  is  farrcat  of 
til?  trne.  And  ther«forfe  I  fh^ll  iiow  proceed  to 
i|  cf'-k  of  the  Cbrifiiaa  ^veligion,  aiid  the  various 
deiioniiji;Uioi]3     its  proi'eflbrs. 

IV.— qr  t/jc  Chunh  of  Rornf. 

They  hold ,  tliC  great  truths  of  Christia,nltt%, 
hui  have  added  much  lo  the^o,  inch  as  tiir  fol- 

I.  The  Tnfailibil  ty  of  the  Cliurch,  viz-  tb^ 
Pope  jqid  high  ,BiO)opsv  > 

IL  The  \vorfhippin^r  of  angels,  th^  Virgin  Man 
ry,  Apoftles,  Saints,  &c, 

lih  The  doctrine  of  Purgatory,  or  a  middlf" 
Hate  between  heaven  and  heil^  tp^purge  the  foul 
U\m  sin.  . 
^  iV.  OP  seven  fscramentfi—t  The'^Eucharlsrj 
or  Lord'n  •  Slipper-— 2  Baptism— ^'  The  Maf^. 
4  K^itieitib  t7hction,  or  giving  th^  Lord's  Jiup- 
pe'i^ao  dy^ng']V(fopJc-^5  Holy.  Under,  gr  inaking 
of  pnesc^— 6  jConfiraation— '7  Mnrriage." 

yi  Of  lnduioencesj  or  pardon  o^'sinis^  (for  mj^- 
ney)  t>n  confeilior^  to  thr' priesr.^   '  ' 

VL  Of  Penad^e;'or'^2cifitcting  the'bb^^  fOrx-iB. 
by  faTHivg— ihe  black  licol^  lack  gown,  black 
hood.  :kl\ 

VII  Of  keeping  holy  dr.ys,  ?r  d  eating  no  fi.efn 
Lent,  in  me*inory  of  eur  Lord^s  faftfi^g  fcriy 

days  in  the  wiider?ie(V,  /  - 

VIII  rram'iU-)ihnti:lt;on;  or  th^.t'tLit-brerd 
wine  in  the  Lord's  Sk^pperare  tVii»*?f^d  %uo-CtirKf  s 
rerjl  bony  and  blood,  by  the  Pi-.r>t'5^'pr5yti*. 
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IX  Holy  Magiftrates,  of  tbat  Ciiurcfaji^cn 
fli^uld  have  power  over  ftates, 

X.  Of  Kunnenes,  Mpiiafterie?,  &c.  or  hcnife 
wbere  holy  virg^ius  live  retired  from  the 
of  mankvad;  no  man  being  perai>tre4  there  by 
the  priefts. 

X{.  Of  many  cr  iers  of  PrloAs— i  The  Pope 
— 2  Arch  C^dinals~3  Arch  BHhops— 4  Ordi- 
nary Biihops— 5  Priens— 6  Friars~7' Monks,  he. 

They  hold  that  there  is  no  falvacion  out  of 
tbcir  Church.  'They^adore  paniciilar  places,  ic- 
lics  of  the  dead,  weils,  saints,  tombs— and  go  oh 
;pigrimage  to  them  •  ^ 

They  believe  that  the  ibuls  of  unbapnzed  clr'!- 
<ireh  wanUtr  or 'hoWr  abotiC  iu  '  the  air  till  the 
laft  day. 

0/  the  Church'  of  England. 

About  the  year  1570.^  Henry  8th^  K*^^g  ^^^g* 
l|nd^  threw  oi?  the  Pope>  aiuhority,  protested  ^tr 
gainst  the  GHtiryh  of  Rome,  and  pp^C  vhe  Chnvch 
of  England  ou  ^  new  footin^j,  Kayjng  no  higher 
churchrcen  than  Biihop^'.  They/ deny  all  rh^ 
fore.niqitioned  Ar;,icles,he[d  by  the  Kofnan  chi-hrc!j> 
:ifid  hola  the  doctrines  of  Luthi^r/ Calvin,  and, u*- 
ther  FrQ:t^].3ii:i^c:iveformers  in  Gerniar.y. 

'  ■  'Bf  Uc  Church  of  Scotland 

The  peop}^..  of  Scotland,,  b^ing  v/eary  of  the  ty. 
ranny^  .Gpp.5(^lp.p^^iHU^^  fives  of  the  Ro- 

man Clergy^  and  having  rcesivcd  cQi^iiuierable 
li^rht  froiiivibj2  \pr'ea5hing  of^  o^^^  George 
Wilhart,  an;^^mineBtr;€llvine,  who  ,had  been  in- 
flructe4;in  tie,  principle*  o^the  PrQteilant  religion 


on  III:-.  fr;<\  cU  'iu^Gernijny  ,.  thit  tk-fv     ;  •• 
bring  a'  vuit  a  refoni^ation,  enicrcd  intoaN.n 
CovcRarit  in  the  year  r^Si,    U  wns  renewed  bv 
people  of  all  rank-s,  in  the  year  1584     It  was 
ga.'U'rciiewed  by  royal  and  church  ainhority  in 
1590,  and  afterwards  by  ^s^ob}cs,  Barons,  ihir- 
guiles^  MiJiiikrs,  and  Cominoi  s    in  rke  year 
:^>:-iB,  and  ?,|oprovcn  by  the  General  Aiil'nu^ly,  aT-d 
by  an  a<:i:  of  Parliaintiity  1650.    It  was  also  ll::^- 
icribed  by  King  Charles  .11.  at  ihe  river  Spcy  iu 
tiic  north  of  t^cotlan.;j,  aud  ac  tlic  p.dace  of  ^coor^ 
near  Pe;-th,  in  the  year  i^jr.    'I  h.is  Covenonr 
rcCQrded   at  hrge  in  the  t'onkihon  of  Faiih^ 
454*  the  subliance  of  which  is' PS  follows  .: 
^'  We  protest  against  alt  ia'Ie  Religion,  ciiieBy 
ah  k^nds  of  Popery  (iee  the  ^5  ^^atcles  of  :lo:neJ 
and  ahb  to  ddcnd  ti-e  Kif:-i;^s  ptrfon  and  go- 
yernuix^.nr,.  ui  defence  or  ihe  tni^  R chorion /V 
KinvT  Charles  XL  nv  fooner       power,  :ha::  he 
perfcciucd  the  Covenanrer>^  nu  lefs.rj-ian  20  ye.ir^^. 
Am!  bis  brtiUiiT*  jiirses  Vih  did.  the  lurie  fa\:  7 
or  8  years  —  in  this  ^erleontio;^^  Mi-  Dorndd  Cav- 
jLt^,  Earl  of  ^srj^yle,  ,ih'  ^kee!^  Mr  Cmhrie^ 
Mi'  R,en\vick,  and  j^^iiy  other?,  iuill'rco  ii^-.-fivr-: 
doin  tor  ihtir  adhereuce  co  the  Natioii^a  Covenant 
and  Solca-in  League-:" 

The  naci^ai  at  Tail  rrKjnaht  pro|)c:!r  10  r]\avje- 
the  government,  and  {cvcalietl  ovw^r  Willia!.;  ihaiioi^ 
of  Oran;;j?,  ro  be  ;.;nf»,;.  wh'ch  line  of  Princes 
h!l  rlye  rhrtsne  of  tlie^new  thnred.  Kiirp^dvin  ct* 
Grear  Briraia  and  ire! and — I'Qng  William  begaa 
t  o  reign  k  1  c  hi  e  y  e  a  r  i  6  o  'S . 

The  dcK:irine,  ".vorftip  aud  (rov^^rnn^erit  of  t^%. 
Church  of  Scut'and^  iiie  '  ioKncu  iK  ihfi  Wdi-- 
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oiinile-r  Confeiiicn  Ox  Faiih  asd  Caf  ecKIfm/^^hkli 
onght  to  be  r^ad  by  ever?  Chriuiaa  m  Scotland. 

Of  the  ^Rcu>n::cd  Fresbyfcry. 

Somemmillers  and  people.  ccnc<^hing  that  p!ir- 
ticuhr  grievances  wire  siot  rc'drt-fied,  with  oth# 
nriiiisderilancicgs  attending  the  settlement  in 
i6oS,  and  wirhing  Gii'iirdi  a-id  S'^a^e  to  be  put 
on  the  the  very  fanie  footiaa  a<  in  r63S*5  did  (epa- 
rate  ther>iselvcs  into  a  clift^Jct,  bo under  the 
denominat  ofl  of  the  Reforrrcd  Pr;5sb}  tery,  rhey 
^re  vuVarly  called  Cicnerouians,  or  McMillans, 
from  two  of  their  minifters  ot  that  name. 

Cf  S  t  ced e  rs  in  gc'n  tr  a  I  . 

Between  the  years  i  73'2  and  r74C,  MrEb2- 
nezer  Erfkine,  and  his  brother  Ralp,  Mr  Fdhc*, 
and  ^';^nc  others  canrieoiit  from  the  ^fiabiiflied 
Church  of  Scotland — They  itated  many  errori 
(in  their  view)  that  had  crept  into  the  Church, 
liich  at  Arminiari  and  %Socinia-n  doctrine,  laxn^ft 
in  difciplinc  and  patr^nagr,  that  i?,  the  chiei 
Jaird  \n  the  pariih  to  have  ^ower  to  put  in  any 
mmiiter  hepka(cth  ;  this  power  in  fome  pariihes 
is  lodged  in  the  crown,  as  Falkirk,  Alloa,  &c 

Of  the  Bufgher^  and  Antiburghcrs, 

Soon  after  thv- Secffiion  took  place,  they  dif- 
ftrei  among  themfclves.  The  ground  of  this 
^hiputc  wa^  as  follow?  ; 

The  Buriihers  maintained  that  it  lawfulto 

*  See  Confeffi^n  of  Faiih  and  Covenants,  Na- 
Upnal  and  3ol^viin  League,  page  67. 
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fwear  the  Burgefs  Oath  in  all.  Its  extent;  an^  that 
the  Govcrrints  cannot  be  pn.p::rr!y  f  »vorn  by  a  }ur- 
ty,  bat  ought  to  be  doivt  in  a  nvti-onal  way,  being 
a  public  deed  ,  otbtrwife  it  wolI<1  not  be  a  I^a-^ 
tiotij^l,  bur  a  Party  Covrnanr. 

i  he  Antiblirghers,  in  opponuon  to  this, 
that  ic  was  not  il  ht  to  Avear  the  Bur^ef^  Oith, 
having  a  religious  ciaui^i  iu  i- :  ;.nd  that  it' it-  law- 
fu;  for  a  party  to  renew  the  co  venant  at  aii  rimes. 

Of  the  Presbytery  cfRrHef. 
About  50  years  a.^o,  Mr  Thor/ias  Gillefpis, 
then  pi^rilli  minitter  of  Carhock,  b^ing  appoinied 
by  rhe  General  Affi;nib'yj  to  piac^:  a  miiiiit^r  at 
invrrkic;hing,  agamn  the  pcopir'^  ^it!,  refused 
to  do  it  for  which  he  was  laid  allele  for  a  year. 
Next  aflcaibiy  he  ipoke  bodly  aoa'nTt  p-cttrona^e, 
ap.d  wa^  depofed.  Soon  afier,  he  and  his  foi- 
lowers  foruif  d  a  party,  under  jh^  d^nominatica 
ot  the  Prcftytery  cf  Relief ;  being  thereby  r/i- 
lievcd  irjai  Patrorrv.je,  Hit^y  ^re  Caivindt? 
but  they  are  very  fre^  in  receiving  cbarch  mem- 

bei^S. 

Gft.^t  Old  and  New  Light  Burghers. 

The  Old  Light  people  say,  that  th«y  stand  to 
the  ContcfiL:?a  of  Kaitli  in  every  point;  the  New 
Light  party  do  not  deny  ic.  V/liereui  Ikth  the 
difieience  ? 

I  The  Old  L^glU  pirty  fay,  that  the  civil 
m.:>giftrate  hath  a  right  t'.»  all  chui'ch  courts^  and 

I  They  hold  JuftiScation  by  free  grac^,-only 
thrc'ur^h  the  Sttcrificc  ot  Christ  received  by  fakk, 
ihc  d^Q'.nttri  and  icdepeadenis  held  etc  i^^m^ 
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tcyiit  in  tlj^m;  and  aUo  top-jr/ixii  all  iiercsies  rr.  J; 
errors,  even  to  bodliy  piiMiftiment.  (See  Con- 
ffiffian  of  Faithy  chap,  23  )  Moreover,  theyfciy, 
that  theGovcniiivs,  National  &  Solenia  Leap/ae, 
sworn  above  j  50  jears  ago,  are  as  bia.Iujg 
upon  to  this  day,  as  ihcy  v^ere  upon  them  by 
WA.om  ;;^hr,y  were  ^xvorn^  and  if  wc  do  not  tak^ 
er  acknou'ledge  theoi,  we  are  perjured  persons, 
rdtlioiigh  rrir.ny  canro'  in  conrcieirce  approve  of 
i^he  proceeJimgs  oi  ih>A  time.  They  ailo  think, 
that  public  ncilox^Al  covenanting,  is  as  warrant- 
^b!.g  under  the  Utw  rc-st;iiv}er;t  as  it  \va«  under  the 
Old,  v/hea  the  true  worsidp  of  Gad  was  c^-a- 
fined  to  the  c-trnr^l  feed  of  Abraham,  in  siiort, 
all  altcr.-^t.oas  x^lia'.^.vtr^  cirht-r  .e'Tr:nt\al-  or  cir- 
eumftarUmi,  in  their  ^iews  ar^  deviatiops  froni 
the  truth,  and  received  c-.nons  of  the  Church  of 
$cot];und,  as  received  in  1608. 

Z  -The  new  L^pht  party  say?,  that  the  civil 
iaiagifirate>,  as  such,  hiith  no  w  arrant  from  the 
Kew  Testament  to  cailchur<h  councils,  nor  pre? 
fi  ie  in  theifn,  and  though  it  is  the  duty  of  the: 
eivil  magiftrate  to  aiainrain  justice  and  peace  iz* 
civil  society,  and  to  pu^u%(h  off-Dders  j  yet  they 
Bavs  no  rijj^ht  to  exercise  power  over  men's  con- 
sclenceSj  hi  things  purely  spiritUriL 

As  to  the  covvHaets  they  seem  to  v^hh  to  put 
them  out  of  the  craescion,  in  a  gn^at  meafure^  as 
^ipjK-ar^  hy  ihe'r  silence. 

Of  Inckpt7xdcnts  and  Missionaries* 
T'he  I-ndepcndents,  and  tho^e  caUed  Ml^j^iona,- 
rks,  ?sc  rto  ne<v  party,  but  an  old  one  revived, 
efery' congregation  formetU  a  particular  GhUff  cl:4 


hatk  no  higher  Court  than  its  own  merjbers,  and 
evtr^  member  has  a  right  to' ^peak.'  They  say 
that  f^^ith,  huinan  cr  divine,  inipiiea  nothing 
niOre  but  sirrtpiy  beUeving.-^?'hat  th<?  difference 
betweca  divine  and  human  faith  doth  not  coa- 
tht  in  k4  fnatttre,  biU  in  the  object  of  it.  That 
L^rd'i  -Sapper  ought  to  be  taken  every  first 
day  of  the  S^etk.  '('Act^  xx  7^— they  view  it 
as  a  thnnfefgivin^gj  and  s6  b'ess  not  the  breid, 
but  blefs  God  for  Ciirifl:,  (1  Cor  x  24)  repre^ 
fented  in  that  ordiaai^cc.  to  true  believers  Only. 
^  They  receive  sonfc  into  their  cornmunian  till 
they  caii  give  evidences  of  their  convcrfion.  It 
i«  riipoi  ted  that  tliey  must  ftite  the  prtscife  time*, 
but^t^uv  ieems  tabe  falfe;^  -^Th^y  vie^  a  belief  of 
the  Gofjcl,  ^  becdrdin'g  conterfatlon,  a  proper 
knowledge  of  th'e  Scriptures^  and  the  gift  of  ut- 
terante,  as  abfolutcly  n^eci^ffiry  for  "  a  gofpe! 

preat^her,  a2:id  itiarty  do- without  College  karning, 

> 

OfihePedohaptiJls. 

They  baptize  none  till  the  peffon  actually  pro-  • 
feft  faith  in  Christy  according  to  Matt.  xxvHi.  i^.' 
Murk  xvi.  16.  In  baptifriri,  thfey  dip  or  irtuaerf^ 
the  whole  body  in  water,  in  imitHtica  of  John-'iS 
baptifniy  Mat.  iif;  if:'  Th^ir  preachers  and 
Church  office  beSrers  are  cKcfth  from  among 
thCaifel^es  in  every  particular'  meeting,  which 
forms  a  thurck  ;  *  in  which  aH  cahtroverfie?  zxt 
folved.  Th<^  niariher  of  their  ^chlirch  difcipHne, 
and  cenfures  rirc  reebrded  in  Matt;  xvii»  and 
xxviti.— 2  Cor.  1  Cor.  v:  &c.  ■  '  ^ 
'  T  .t-^y  i^y,  though  non§  dan'fib  ftyeti  but  thofe ' 
who  repeat,  btlicve,  arid  obeJ^-^Etife'-^G&fpel  j  yctf 


Uithj  repcnj^af.^e^^rjd  woodworks  arc  no  ground 
43r  coadiiion  of^iiqaer'sju  tific^tion  before  G^d^ 
km  fcfteth  ia^lone  lipoa  the  cieni^lidecjrcc  of  frc« 
<irace.  They  receive  the  Lord's  Sapper  weekly- 
Bat  arc  vmpioperiy  cVdcd  Anaba^tiftf,  f^r  the 
Anabagtiftj  are  another  lcct>  who  baptize  all 
their  members  every  year.  The  Latin  word 
Anno,  from  which  Aaabaptift  is  dwved,  hgni- 
fle  h  year,  and  therdore  that  denomio'<ition  may 
more  plainly  be  rendered  Ye?.»ty.Daptift^ 

Of^JAKERS.  . 

They  are  fa  called,  becaiife  they  foinetimes' 
grona  and  tremble  in  their  prayers,  Thry  preacK 
iione,  unlcfs  moved,  a$  they  view  it,  by  the  Holy' 
G\\q{\  Many  people  are  fo  .bol4  to  fay,  ihat 
this  is  a  deiufion  ol  Satan  *,  but  it  is  very  daogcr* 
Criis  to  rpealk  in  that  maryicr,  (or  rnaoy  good  fruits: 
appearia  thcna,  fuch  af  pj,ain  honeftdcaiirig  ia  the 
u^oriil,  mercy  to  the  poor,  abilaioing  from  iwear- 
ing,  lyin^,  and  the  Tike.  .  They  titles  of  ho- 
nour to  no  nyan^  (M;Att.  oixiii*  6  )  nor  uncover 
their  heads,  though  in  ^he  P^^f^^^ce  <if  the  high- 
eft  parsonage,  nor  jn.theiro'^n  places  cf  worildp,^ 
but  wh^n  they  are  difno(ed  to^fpijHk.  ih-  y  do 
iK>t  name  Jthe  day  of  the  week  as  we  d^?  l^ut  ruim- 
ber  them  !2,  &4r  for  in  their  vie (in  the  main 
Jt  is  fi^)  t^.aamcs  .a^prefent  in  us^:  wer«  banc- 
cd  down  10  ui^  fi;pi]S,the.HcathfiV»  T^'»cy  allow 
women  to  exhpr^.  ia^  thyif  Ki^M^a^  not  to 
rule,  Acts  xxi.'Z-r-i  Cor,j<:5.;  5. 

They  appeared  firft  ia  Evigland  ]n  t^e  time  oF 
Qqinwell*  Tb^irfour^dejf  xv  as  jonePavM^^ 
a\efpectabla:flioc3iaUer  in  GtxfcrJ.    i\itcr  him^ 


'J 

another  remnrkablc  character  arafc  amoog  them, 
ca'led  William  Pen*  whofe  uncle  had  been  av^ry 
active  Admiral  in  the  reign  of  ChuHes  I.  and  for 
which  he  bad  been  proraif<:d  a  confidcTation  by 
the  government.  Upon  ihe  death  of  the  Admi- 
ral, his  nephew,  WiiliaKi,  waited  on  Charlei  I* 
a«d|  Vrith  his  head  covered,  d^iriindcd  what  had 
been  promifed  his  uncle  in  the  former  reign  The 
Admiral  having,  beliJes  his  meritorious  (crvices, 
advanced  a  confiderablc  lum  for  the  use  of  £o- 
vernmcfit ;  the  Parliament  gave  William  a  grant 
of  the  Province  of  Pcnfylvania,  in  north  Amei  ica, 
CO  wliich  a  great  number  of  the  Quakers  emi- 
grated, and  founded  one  of  the  molt  beautiful 
cities  in  the  world,  the  capital  of  th;u  province, 
and  called  it  Philadelphia,  which  figni&s  brother- 
i J  love.  Che  name  of  the  province  itlelf  has 
its  dtrrivatiort  from  the  founder's  name.  Pen. 

I  Ihall  conclude  the  account  of  this  feet,  wkk 
an  anecdote  of  another  diftinguilhed  character 
among  thcni,  called  Robert  Barclay,  who  ai^ 
drtfied.  King  Charles  II  upon  Im  reitorati^on,  in 
the  loljowing  manner  : 

Thou  haft  tailed  of  prosperity  and  adverfi- 
"  ty :  thou  knbweft  what,  ir  is  t^o  be  bacilhcd 
*v  thy  native  country,  to  be  over-i'u^ed  as  well  as 
*^  tp  rule,  and  to  fit  upon  the  throne,  and  being 
*^  opprefstd  ;  thou  haft  reafon  to  know  how 

hateful  the  oppreflbr  is  both  to  God  and  man. 

If,  aiter  ali  thefe  warnings  and  idvertiscnitivt?, 
^*  thou  doft  not  turn  unto  the  Lord  with  all  thy 

hcarr,  but  fqrgct  him  who  remembered  thee 
<Vin  thy  diftrefs,  and  give  iip  tbyfdf  to  foliow 
a  hift  and  vanity,  furely  great  w511  be  thy  condemn 
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nvyiQn> — Agsmft  whldi  fnare,  f;s  as  tkt 
M  rempta  icn  of  tliofe  who  may  or  d6  feed  rhe<^^ 

and  prompt  thee  to  rvH^  the  nnoft  txceUent 

and  prevalenr  remedy  v7ill  bs  to  apply  rhyfelf 
••'  to  tbat  light  of  Cbrift  which  ihir^cih  in  thy 

confci^nce,  and  which  Tieither  can  nor  will 
♦*  flatter  thee,  nor  fuiFcr  thee  to  be  at  faie  m 

thy  fias/' 

Qfth^BEKEANS.  ] 

They  take  their  name  to  thenVfeWcS^  from' 
Act!?,  xvij.  ir.  The  Bereans  were  more  noble 
ihjin  tho(e  of  Tiuffalonica,  m  t))%t  thfy  recelv* 
ed  the  A^'ord  w^th  all  readinefs  of  rr^'nd  ^  and' 
fe^rched  the  Scriptures  daily  whcth^fr  thofe; 
* ^  thidgs  v/ere  fo  ^'  WiK>m  they  pretend  to  have' 
ia-.itat<^cfj  that  they  might  find  cue  truth Vuiid  lay 
the  found  at  ion  of  their  Church,  in  dlftinctiou 
from  all  onher  denomi^-ation^  i)f  Ghrifi:lan^. 
Their  foubden'  was  cme  Mr.'  John  "  BircWf, 
preacher  cf  the  Gofoel  m  the  pariCh  ofFv^tt^<?iV'' 
cairn,  An^U'-ihir^ij  and  Jifil'tot  to  the  iatii*\Ret,* 
Mr.  D-./\Vjiin  Bgedmifiiijer-^of  that  parifli.  tJpbn 
tht  (Uath^f  Mr.  DoNvV^liavihglihie  it^terett"'\o 
focceed  m  the  pciriOi,- Mr.  Barclay  fet-'out  for 
Idmburchj  ^^M,  in  fh6H:  ti^e  ait*^  it  xvas^h-* 
liVduflr.ed  iH-^tiie  I'^cwrpl^pfaFS  that  he  h^'d^forRred] 
and  ^himrcif  to  the  Bdteiri  Soc;5<^^ty  in  ihat* 

ci^f,  abduilhe^ear  i^fo.'--''  ^  ^ 

■    ■  ch\ii*,;it^r|^idf  ^•'fH%i^    t«r^^'  (;f  mi•*<iv'^d' 
•eiid'crtd  llngti^ar  by  hi*^f5^<''u1iar'k^ 


;y'-?icernuig  tbe  doctrine  of  tae  Affurance  of 
Fairh,  vjz. 

They  saj%  A?  faith  and  doubting  5ire  oppofite 
principles,  To  no  trut;  Chr'nnan  ca;i  have  any 
doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  go(]>cl  ;  tb-^vt  is,  thnt  Ic- 
ilis  Thrift  is  th*?  Son  of  GocK  and  the  only  Re* 
<j>eemer  of  God's  clcctf  nor  of  their  own  fuWstion, 
for  bothrcfleth  ofi  the  f.'.me  t<'Rinicny  ;  He 
that  bclievc'h  riiail  be  l^ivcd/^  o:c,  M^rkzvi.  lo. 

They  are  |nd<;n::^ndent5j  apd  allov/  infant  bap-t 
tifai.  alr.hotjgU  fouie  of  th-em  ar;:  very  fcrupulcus 
on  that  hesid.  : 

They  fay,  that  people  oui^ht  to  remain- in  no 
doabt  of  their  believing,  and  cor.fequently  of 
their  being  fived  ;  for  fuch  a*  do  so,  are  in  th;i 
gall  of  mtttertief*  and  bond  er  iriiqiiity, 

Mr  Barclay  afiert*/  m  a  ktter  to  a  friend  <on 
t^ie  docfrin^  of  a{Iiir?,nc^,  That  he  has  no  '  mor^ 
doubt  of  his  fhinipg  as!  a  ftar,  i-i  ihe  kingdom 
of  heaven  after  death,  th?.n  he  ha^  of  the  pio^ 
phets  Ifa:vh  and  Jeremii^h  being  already  in  rh%t 
happy  flaife,  becaufe  it  is  poiitivcly  faid,  He^; 
th4t  b^*iie\(eth  fliall  "be  faved.'*  Aad  therefore,- 
as  was  pe/ftiaded  ihit  he  did  beHe%e  the  gof-* 
pie  1^,  he  Uw./no  re^&n  tp  doubt  cf  his  f^lvatior*. 

He  had  a  pecu^i.ic  talent  for  r<*iiglGir>  poetry, 
^nd  pubftfur-d  a  rie\r  verfion  of  the  Pfalnrs  of 
D^-vid  ia  m^tre^  adapted  to  the  Ghri|Var>  diiper-.- 
liition  ;  in  which  he  applies  all  the  Tfainu  to 
Chrift  and  to  his  church. 

lie  alfo  pubiiGied  a  volun^e  of  Spiritual  SGnr>-?» 
to  the  tunes  of  The  moA  coiTiraoo  foaj(^  ft^ng  by 
the  young  woiren  of  Fetterc:iirn  at  th^r  wb^^e!«?, 
to  preveat  thrrn  frora  pi-Qllituthigp  their  Riuikal 


Ulents  on  profane  or  scnlelefs  fubject?.  He  died 
but  a  few  yean  ago,  on  a  Sabbaih  morarng,  going 
from  his  own  houfe  to  thdr  place  of  worfliip  ia 
Eidiabiirg*?.. 

Of  the  METHODISTS. 

With  regard  to  their  rcligiouf  principles,  we 
cannot  en^er  into  any  particular  detail :  neither 
indeed  are  there  any  doctrines  pecu'iar  to  all  in^ 
eluded  under  tLat  namc>  except  the  fingle  or  e 
of  falvation  by  faith  without  worki*  la  Mari  h 
2741,  Mr  Whitefield  being  returned  t  j  Erigland, 
entirely  f.*parated  fx 02a  Mr  Wcilcy  an  i  his  rr lends 

faecaufe  he  did  not  hold  the  decree?." — Here 
was  the  firft  breach,  which  warm  men  pcrfuaded 
Mr  Whitefield  to  make,  merely  for  a  difference 
of  opinion.  Those  indeed  who  believed  univer- 
fal  redernption,  had  no  defire  at  all  to  leparate; 
but  thofe  who  heldpsrticuiar  redemption,  would 
not  hear  of  any  accommodation,  being  determine' 
ed  to  have  no  feitowfliip  v/ith  ir.en  thu  were 
in  fuch  dangerous  errors. 60  th4:re  were  now 
tw0  sorts  oi  Methodifts  so  called  ,  thole  for  par- 
ticular, and  thofe  for  g<^neral,  reden'^ption. 

Not  many  years  paflTed,  before  Wiiliam  Cud'^ 
worth  and  Jiime^  Relly,  feparated  from  Mr. 
Wnitefield.— Thefe  were  properly  i\ntuioir;ian% 
abfoluce  avowed  enemici  to  the  law  of  God^ 
which  tiiey  never  preached,  or  profeiT^d  to  pre<iCii 
but  terrjied  ail  Legalists  who  did^  With  thcui, 
pre-^ch  ilg.  the  lav/  was  an  aboniinacion.  Ui^^y 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  iaw  They  v^  ould 
j?reach  Chnit,  as  ihey  called  it,  but  without  one 
v'u.d  c  rh:r  of  hcli-x'l'j  or  c?:ood  works.  Yet 


diHenng  from  Mr,  WliitfCiield,  l^oth  iji  judgemffut 
and  practice,  abundantly  more  that  Mr.  White* 
field  did  from  Mr.  We^^ 

In  the  mean  time  Mr  Venn  and  Mr,  Ronnine 
began  to  be  /pokcn  of»  and  not  long .  after  Mr. 
Madan  and  Mr-  Berridg;e,  with  a  few  other  cleri 
gyiiien,  whb^  ahhough  they  had  no  coarlectiori 
with  each  other^  y^t^reaching  falvation  by  faitf;^ 
^tid  endeavouring  to  live  according'y,  to  be  Bi- 
ble Christian?,  were  foon  inclnded  m  the  general 
naine  of  MetlioJis^s.  And  To  indeed  were  all 
or  hers  who  pre^iched  falvation  by  faith,  and  ?.p- 
pc;ired  more  ferioHs  than  their  neighbours.  Some 
of  thcfe  were  qnit^  regular  in  their  manner  of 
preaching:  I'ome  were  qnhe  irregular,  (thon^h  not 
by  choice;  bin  necelTiry  wa  laid  upon  them,  they 
miisr  preach  irregularly  or  not  at  ad^)  and  others 
were  between  both  j  regular  ni  most,  though  not 
in  all  particulars. 

/n  1762,  George  Belt,  and  a  few  other  perfons 
began  tp  Ipeak  great  words  In  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  they  foretold  that  they  world  wo\ild  be 
at  an  end  on  the  28  th  of  February.  Mr.  WeHey, 
with  whom  they  were  connected,  withstood  them 
both  in  public  and  private.  7  his  they  v/onld  not 
endure  ;  fo,  in  January  and  February  1763,  they 
fcparated  fro«a  him  under  the  cave  of  Mr.  Max- 
field,  one  of  Mr  Wesley's  preachers.  But  stili 
iMr  Maxfield  and  his  adherents,  even  the  wildefl 
enthuiiaHs  amon;:;;  them,  go  under  the  genera! 
name  of  Mcthodifts,  and  fo  bring  a  fcand  d  upon 
thofe  v/ith  whom  they  have  no  connection. 

At  prffent,  thole  who  remain  wdtti  Mr.  Wes- 
ley are  nioilly  Cmurch-Cf-EngVand  men.  Thfy 


lave  her  ^rtk'o^)  her  iiom"lies  Jte*  K^argy,  her 
discipline*  and  iinwi!!ingly  vary  fi^oriJ  it  in  anv  hi- 
ilaHce-  Mejnt'une,  all  who  preach  aaiong  thtia 
dcciurc,  v\  e  are  all  by  nature  children  oi»  wrath, 
hut  by  ?/acc  we  -.ue  ujved  through  faith  laved 
U  on)  boih  ihc  guik  and  from  the  pov/er  of  Iinv 
yjiey  eiideavQur  to  live  accordiiig  to  v/iiac  tiicy- 
j)re;:ich,  to  be  piaia  Bible-Ciiriihai^s^;,  rind  they 
miei  icgether  ot  corivenient  xwuqs  to  eiwouragc 
one  i)no:h^r  tliersii^.  They  lenderly  love  ii^any 
that  are  Calvmiils,  tlvout^'h  tjiey  do  not  love  tiieir 
opirnoh^.  Yea^  thev'  love  the  ntinoinians  thcfu- 
lelves;  but  y"  Vz  widi  a  "love  of  compao/ -n  on\^^ 
ft^r  thf'y  har*^  (Heir  doctTnie^  "widi  a  pcrfca  ha- 
f  r/d  ;  they  ^-Shor  theuj  iis  they  do  heh  lire  ;  behi^ 
Convinced  nothing  can  lb  effectually  dtllioy  all 
f-uih,  all  holi*ii€iij  and  a!!  good  works. 

We  fhall  coiiclude  this  article  with  the  \v0rd5 
of  Mr  Hah  fun  wliich  ni\v>t  ceriwirjly  be  a^ot^uiu- 
ed'  juh,  whatever  o\]*':ciioifs  rnay'  be  made  to 
lc:r\e  j):irts  of  th.e  priTicipie:;  or  be!:i'avio)!r ^of  thi^ 
r»le:kodi  is  if  they,  ponesi'imc- much  kiiow- 
Itdge,  which,  however^  w^e  do  not  know  10  be  the 
c;jie,  it  is  ac  leafl  certain,  they  are  rioc  deficient  ;a 
ZC'A ;  -  and  without  niiy  pailionat e  dcfire.  to  irnitjUe 
ih>eh*  ex:!Tni>'e,  Vv-e  irsay  a'c  least  tonHoend  iheU' 
endeavc*ir:>  for  the  oi^neral  good  Every  gocx! 
riVon  wi!hcoin.e*mplrte  with  plensure  tire;  oiveiaiiou 
of  tlie  Spirit  of  Reiorinariou,  wh.eilier  Itu'eign  or 
do'Oie^ti^c  •;  and  will  rejdke  in  every  aLteiupt  to 
propagate  ChrlUianhy  \n  i!}e  barbarous  p.i'ts  of 
the  world  An  attempt  which,  ifdn.i^n  tolera- 
ble degree  (VicceisUd,  vdll  do  in hnitelyr  more  f(>r 
ihcii-  civih^atlon  and  haj^ppintbs  tliari  all  the 


unRcJ  ^r.ergies  of  thofe  loafle'I  be:lef-\c tors  of 
maukiiul,  the  philoQ^piiic  infiJeis.''  ^ 

Of  t  -  jKum, 

They  have  their  name'froin  one  Ariits,  a  ty 
bian  by  birth,  and  a  presbyter  ot  Alexandria  o/ 
profeiHon.  This  herely  brolce  out  under  ih* 
Ernpcror  Con^ta^tine,  290  years  afccr  Chrift^  2nd 
over-ran  a  great  part  of  the  workl ;  being  oppcfcd 
by  m>ne  for  ibr.^t?  time:  but- the  famous  Athc'Dii- 
sius^  rin  eniiaent  father  of  ihe  church  ?i£  that  time, 
who  conipoft'd  an  admirable  Creed  m  opj>ofitiuii 
to  die  Arian  doctrine;  their  errors  wereccndcma- 
ed  in  the  ConnciJ  of  Nice,  g-ithcr.:d,  by  Conftair- 
tine's  appokjiMient,  in  the  year  1325,  iUer  a  moil 
crikd  anci  bloody  perfecunon,  wnerein  il-  i ;  of 
thofe  who  o^^poied  ic,  (and  were  cherefcix^  cuiled 
th^  Orthodox.)  suflered  martyrdom 

/Brians  say,  that  Gv)d  h  one  abfolute  being  ; 
that  je/us  ChrJX  m  the  fir 0  and  beli  of  all  tnc 
creatii)ii  of  God  ;  and  the  iioiy  Gholt  oaly  an 
attribute  of  Deity. 

Gf  Arminians^ 

They  are  so  called  fro?n  James  A  nT)  hi  I  if,  di- 
viiiiiy  reader  in  Leyden,  who,  in  the  yenr  1605, 
pnbhfted  and  n-jaintained  five' ^rrtic^es,  wtiich  have 
occaii  -ned  fvent  trouble  to  the  church  of  Godv 
beui|»;  eagerly  mainiained  by  h^s  follow  ears,  called 
remonsr^-dnts,  The  five  articles  are  ccncerni^/g 
prcdeiiinarion,  rci-cnipt  ion,  God's  _;;racCj  h  ce- 
.vSl,  ana  the  nerfcvcraace  of  ihe  fahus. 


Of  Soclniansl 


So  called  from  one  Faustus  Soclnus,^!!  I^i'Iai 
cf  Stena,  They  place  all  their  religion  in  the 
Old  condemned  heresies:  following  their  mast er^ 
a  Doft  vile  heretic. 

Amongst  other  things  they  hold  the  doctrine 
af  man's  free  will ;  and  fay,  that  original  fin  \t 
notning  more  than  the  power  of  bad  example  ;— 
that  Jesus  Christ  was  the  best  nun  that  ever  ap- 
peared in  this  world  :  and  was  lent  by  God  to  cor- 
rect the  errors  which  had  crept  into  the  morni 
world,  that  his  death  was  a  natural  incident ;  ?fnd 
that  «Jod  raised  him  from  the  dead,  to  flie%v  us 
that  our  death  is  noc  eternal. 

Of  Aniinoynlans^ 

So  called  from  two  Greek  wordif|  which  '^ag- 
nify  AGAiN3Tand  the  law  :  they  fpmng ^op  f n)rn 
one  John  Agricola,  who  affirmed,  that  Uie  inoraj 
law  wa-s  altogether  needlefs,  and  that  Cbriitians 
were  not  tied  to  the  obiervation  thereof.  Tin* 
iecc  began  about  the  year  1 535. 

Of  Erafliani.  ^ 

So  called  from  Thomas  Eraftias,  a  phyfici  m  in 
lieidelberg,  in  Gerauny,  who  held  that  the  civil 
ningii\rate  had  the  supreioe  power  in  church  and 


Of  Je  suits 


In  the  year  i540,  thi*5  feet  arofe  In  the  chsrch 
of  Rome,  and  was  confirmed  by  Pope  Paul  l  il. 
They  were  employed  as  miffionaries  to  advance 
the  Popifli  rehgion,  for  which  purpole  they  are 
all  well  educated  in  philofophy,  fchool  divinity^ 
and  many  other  arts  and  fciences — rheir  founder 
was  one  Ignatius  Loyola,  a  Spanilh  Ibldier. 

Of  the  Douglafiles. 

They  hold  the  hercfy  of  the  Originifts,  and 
foine  German  Anabaptilts,  viz.  that  nut  only  the 
wicked,  but  th?  devils  themfelves,  after  fuffering 
the  torments  of  hell  for  an  appointed  period, 
f^iall  be  received  inro  ihe  favour  of  God,  and  be 
made  for  ever  blelTed  and  happy. 

As  this  herely  has  been  long  ago  condemned, 
1  (hall  only  here  infert  a  few  anfwers,  which 
have  been  given  to  their  tenets  by  several  emi- 
nent  divines  : 

1.  They  are  contrary  to  2  TheD.  i.  'j.  &c. 
Becaufe  life  eternal,  and  death  eternal,  are^ 
in  Scripture,  oppofed  to  one  another  in  the 
fame  fense.  Matt,  xxv,  ^8  But  life  eternal  in 
Scripture  is  not  taken  for  being  fimply  eter- 
nal, but  for  being  eternally  happy,  or  to  be 
in  a  bicfsed  eternal  Aate  and  condition,  Pfal. 
cxxxiii.  I.  Therefore  eternal  death  must  be 
taken  in  Icripture,  not  for  annihilation,  or  being 
turned  into  nothing,  but  for  aa  eternal,,  wretch- 
ed, and  miserable  ft;atc. 

2,  Becaufe  Abraham  fays  expreftly^  in  the  pa- 
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rabie^^  ihat  no  innti  can  pais  from  the  place  of  tor-- 
men t  to  the  place  of  blefs  and  liijppineffj  Luke 

c;.  The  wicked  are  f4tid  to  faffertlie  vengeanee 
of  Vv'criading  fire,  Jude  verfe  7 — And  Is^ow  is 
the  acc^*i]ted  v^ne^'       2  Gor.  vi  2, 


\ 
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Account  of  thi  ^f^^*  ^/ 
BURNING  BPETICS  IN  ENGLANEX 


Ls  the  year  1401,  ami  reign  of  Henry  IV.  King 
of  Englaiui,  it  was  founa  that  the  number  of  the 
Lolhu'dv  which  wn^  the  name  then  generally 
gived  to  the  Wickiiilites.  was'/continualiy  m- 
creaikg^  it  was,  by  the  influence  of  the  ecclefi- 
aiVics,  enacted,  that  none  ihould  preach  without 
a  licence  from  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese,  How- 
ever, this,  and  the  other  laws  in  being,  were 
thought  insufficient  for  the  prtoectioM  of  th« 
church,  and  to  prevent  the.  growtli  of  hcrefy. 
The  Clergy  were  defirous  of  having  a  fliort-er  a>'d 
ealier  metliod  of  defending  the  (foctrines  of  the 
church,  than, by  th^  tedious  and  difficult  oiie  of 
rcafon  ant!  argument.  They  therefore  would 
have  the  king  to  undernand,  that  nothing  would 
more  attach  the  Clergy  to  his  interelts  than  his 
excrring  himfelf  for  the  proteeiion  of  the  church, 
by  which  was  mt'ant,  to  make  a  law  for  the 
burning  of  heretics.  1  he  King  does  not  appear 
ta  have  difcovered  any  greac  reluctance ;  but  the 
Commons,  many  of  whom  thought  favourably  of 
WickliiFc,  were  very  averfe  10  fuch  fanguinary 
proceedings.  An  act  how^ever  was  at  IcngtU 
patle.^i^  empowering  the  Clergy  to  t4ie  extent  of 
their  wiilies,  birt  thU  p»fled  not  but  v/ith  tnc  ut=- 
mcft  ftr^tch  of  the  King's  iiuthoritj^    And  Mr 
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Fox  fays,  that  he  cannot  find  that  ever  it  did  pa& 
the  Comnions;  but  fuppofed,  that  as  parliamen- 
tary affairs  wemH^en  managed  with  littk  regu« 
hrity,  it  was  hitddled  in  among  other  act5,  and 
figned  by  the  King  without  further  notice;  It  it 
indeed  by  no  means^  improbable,  that  this  act 
might  be  palsed  without  the  conlent  of  the  Gom- 
monj,  for  in  this  reign  we  find  the  lower  House  | 
of  Parhament  petitioning  that  no  act  or  ftatuie 
might  paf»  withput  their  confent.  However,  it 
Was  now  enacted,  that  upon  a  certificate  of  the  ' 
diocefian  Biftop,  or  his  commiflaries,  dchvcring 
thofe  who  cither  refused  to  abjure  their  herefy. 
or  relapfed,  after  al^juration,  over  to  the  fccular 
arm,  the  civil  magistrate  fh^uld  receive  their  bo- 
dies,  and  caufe  them  to  be  burned  in  public, 
William  Sautre.  a  Lollard,  and  rector  of  St  Ofuh's  | 
in  London,  was  the  firft  man  who  was  put  to 
death  by  tkis  ftatute.  Sentence  was  pronounced 
againft  him  in  the  ecclefiaftical  court,  rmmcdiateiy 
after  the  act  was  pafled,  lo  eager  were  they  tcj 
]pj*ocecd  to  the  extirpation  of  hcrely. 


F  I  N  I  S. 
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